
ELGHS FCCLA PRESENTS DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 
 

Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah School District’ s Family, Career and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) student organization will present its 3rd Annual Distinguished Alumni Award 
at the Homecoming Game. Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah School District believes in challenging, 
inspiring, and supporting their students in a  very personal and innovative learning environment. 
The 2019 recipients of the Distinguished Alumni Award have taken this message and influenced 
others with it throughout their lives. These five alumni were chosen for this prestigious award 
based on their career success, outstanding character, and devotion to helping others. Though 
all of them went their separate ways after graduation, they all share the pride of being a 
graduate of ELGSD.  

 
Becky Schultz-Burcalow, a 1987 ELGHS graduate, is known for her dedication to 

Veterinary Medicine and her devotion to helping people and animals. Becky was very involved 
at ELGHS. She was involved in basketball, 
forensics, swing choir, and she was on the 
honor roll from 1984-1987. Becky earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree from Purdue 
University in 1991, then her Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 1995. She graduated 
as one of the top ten in her class.  She 
practiced Veterinary Medicine in southern 
Wisconsin for thirteen years following 
graduation as an ambulatory equine 
veterinarian. She became a practice owner 
and managed practice support staff.  

As well as working as a dedicated 
veterinarian, Becky mentored many high school and college students interested in pursuing a 
career in Veterinary Medicine.  

Becky eventually sold ownership of her practice after the birth of her second child. She 
continued practicing part time until her son was diagnosed with leukemia in 2009. Her focus 
then became his survival which she says was truly “life changing.” He was considered cured in 
2014!  

Becky is still practicing as a veterinarian for her personal horses, cattle, and pets. She is 
also performing relief veterinarian services to local practices and at her daughter’s rodeos. 

 
Jonathan O’Neil, a 1995 ELGHS graduate, was very involved while he attended ELGS 

before he became a successful physician practicing in Neurology and Sleep Medicine. Jonathan 
was a member of the National Honor Society, was on the JV football team his freshman year, 
and played on the varsity football team his sophomore through his senior year. He was captain 
of the football team his junior and senior year of high school. Jonathan also ran track, played 

 



basketball, and played baseball. Jonathan was Homecoming King his senior year and a 
member of prom court his junior year. He was one of the Valedictorians of his class as well.  

Jonathan is currently a physician practicing in 
Neurology and Sleep Medicine. He is board certified in both as 
well. He earned his medical degree at Rush Medical College. 
He was voted Intern of the Year during his internal medicine 
internship from (2003-2004). He was also chief resident of his 
neurology residency his senior year (2006-2007). He then 
worked in Rockford, Illinois for eight years. During that time, he 
was a director of the sleep lab and a member of the physician 
oversight committee. Jonathan now resides and practices in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Since moving there, he has been 
named to the “Top Docs” of Colorado Springs in 2017 and 
2018 for neurology. He previously worked as the team 
neurologist for the Rockford IceHogs from 2010-2015.  

Jonathan is currently a volunteer faculty member for 
the University of Colorado School of Medicine helping to teach 
medical students about neurology. Jonathan also helped 
locally in the places he has worked to improve neurology and Sleep Medicine Care. He also 
volunteers with the medical school and has volunteered with disabled athlete organizations.  

Jon had a short message for current ELGHS students: "As a student at Elkhart 
Lake-Glenbeulah High School, you have every opportunity available to you.   It is a great high 
school that can provide you with the foundation to build upon for a great future.   Dream big and 
believe in yourself, as those dreams and that belief can take you a long way in life.  You can be 
whatever you want to be, as long as, you have a dream and are willing to put in the effort to 
work toward that dream.   It may not be easy, but you can achieve whatever you set out to do. 
You may want to become an active member of the Elkhart Lake or Glenbeulah communities, 
run for a political office, go off to college, and then to law school or medical school, or you may 
want to travel the world.   Any of those goals and dreams are possible from right where you are 
at this moment.   Take advantage of the extra-curricular activities you can do at ELGHS, as 
those will build character and friendships that will help for the rest of your life.  Rely on your 
amazing friends and family in your wonderful home town to achieve your goals and dreams. 
And most of all, enjoy the gift of your youth and the time that you have with your friends at 
ELGHS, as these will be some of the best times of your life!   Best of luck!” 

 
Mr. Duane Schuler, a 1968 ELGHS graduate, is 

known for his outstanding creativity and incredible lighting 
design that has been recognized throughout the world. Duane 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
graduating with a Bachelor’s of Science in  Communication 
Arts. He has been designing lighting for opera, ballet, and 
theatre for the past 45 years. Duane’s first professional design 
was at the Guthrie Theatre in Minneapolis in 1974 for a 

 



production of Love’s Labor’s Lost. The following season Duane became the resident lighting 
designer and from 1974-1982 he designed over 35 productions at the Guthrie Theatre.  

In 1976 Duane started designing for the Lyric Opera of Chicago and has designed over 
150 productions at the Lyric Opera. He has worked with many well noted directors while 
designing for Lyric Opera. Duane worked on the production of Otello in 1994 that began his 
relationship with the Metropolitan Opera in New York. Since then he has designed 28 new 
productions for the Met. He has worked with directors and designers that include Franzo 
Zeffrielli, Robert Carson, and John Copley just to name a few.  

In 1996 Duane designed a production of Madama Butterfly for the Santa Fe Opera and 
has since designed 48 operas for that particular venue. Duane also works with many other 
companies which include the San Francisco Opera, Seattle Opera, Dallas Opera, Houston 
Grand Opera, and the Los Angeles Opera.  

Duane’s work is known internationally as well. His international work includes 
productions for the Royal Opera House, English National Opera, Glyndebourne Festival, Wien 
Staatsoper, Deutsch Oper Berlin, Baden Baden Festival, Salzburg Festival, Opera Lyon, Paris 
Opera, Amsterdam Nationale Opera, and La Scala. Duane also designs for ballet companies 
including The Stuttgart Ballet, Houston Ballet, and many more. Duane is also a co-founder of 
Schuler Shook, a Theatre Planning and Architectural Lighting Design firm with offices in 
Minneapolis, Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, and Melbourne.  

 
Tom Wiese, a 1962 ELGHS graduate, who still 

resides in Elkhart Lake, was very involved while he 
attended ELGHS. Tom was Student Council President 
from 1961-1962. He was also the captain of the 
basketball team and the golf team. He was the Junior 
Prom King in 1961 and loved being in the senior class 
play “Girl Crazy” in which he played Lank. After high 
school, Tom attended the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison. He rowed on and captained the Freshmen 
Crew team and he earned a Varsity letter in Golf while 
earning his degree. After earning his degree, he joined 
the U.S Peace Corps from 1968-1970 with his wife, 
Lynn. After the Peace Corps, Tom then owned and 
operated the Quit-Qui-Oc Golf Club with his wife, Lynn, 
and family for 33 years from 1977-2009. His leadership 
turned it into the community asset that Quit-Qui-Oc is today. He served as the President of the 
Wisconsin Professional Golfer’s Association and created golf fund-raisers which supported the 
American Cancer Society. Tom and Lynn, also began, in the 1970’s, and continue to promote 
cross-country skiing in this part of the country. 

Tom is still very involved in the Elkhart Lake community. Tom was a village board 
member for many years, served two terms as the Elkhart Lake Service Club President, and also 
served two terms as the Elkhart Lake Chamber of Commerce President. His spirit of community 
service led him to help spearhead the beginning of the Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah Education 

 



Foundation. Tom has also been a member of the Elkhart Lake Lions Club for 35 years. Tom 
noted that he is “happy to be an ELGHS grad” and that he “Likes to sing!” 

 
Brigadier General Ron Wilson, a 1978 ELGHS 

graduate, was extremely involved while he attended ELGHS. 
He was on the football, cross country, wrestling, and track 
teams. He was also involved in the high school band, plays, 
and the ski club.  

After high school, General Wilson received his 
commission as a second lieutenant in 1983 through the 
University of Wisconsin-Superior Reserved Officer Training 
Corps. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
and Data Processing.  He served eight years on active duty, 
primarily as a A-10 pilot before joining the Michigan Air 
National Guard. He has served in numerous assignments in 
flying and operations, as well as command positions from the 
squadrine through wing level. General Wilson is a command 
pilot with more than 4,000 hours in the A-10. General Wilson 
was deployed in support of numerous operations including 
OPERATIONS SOUTHERN WATCH, ALLIED FORCE, 
IRAQI FREEDOM, and ENDURING FREEDOM. His last assignment was Director of the Joint 
Staff for the Michigan National Guard. He retired from the Michigan National Guard in February 
2019.  He received numerous awards and decorations which include the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Meritorious Service Medal with two bronze oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with three bronze 
oak leaf clusters, and the Air Force Combat Action Medal.  

General Wilson’s professional memberships and affiliations include National Guard 
Association of Michigan, National Guard Association of the United States, Order of Daedalians, 
and Michigan Air Guard Historical Association.  

Ron also volunteered as the Colon High School Girls Cross Country Coach from 
2004-2008.  He served on the Colon, Michigan Fire Department from 1992-2012 as a Rescue 
Captain and EMT.  He most recently served on the Colon Fire Advisor Board from 2016-2018. 

 
Congratulations to all of the Distinguished Alumni Recipients.   The ELGHS Family, 

Career, and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) is the sponsor of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award.  Please congratulate the recipients as you see them tonight at the game.  

 
***The nomination process for the Distinguished Alumni Award has changed.  Please go to 
https://www.elgs.k12.wi.us/school_newsarticle.aspx?schoolid=1&artid=56#sthash.WRabVuVf.d
pbs to find the nomination form and nominate a deserving ELGSD alumnus by November 1st, 
2019.  The nominee will be contacted and asked to submit their application by December 1st. 
The 2020 Distinguished Alumni Recipients will be notified by January 15th, 2020.  For questions, 
please contact Mr. Ryan Faris or Mrs. Beth Roehl.  Thank you. 

 

 

https://www.elgs.k12.wi.us/school_newsarticle.aspx?schoolid=1&artid=56#sthash.WRabVuVf.dpbs
https://www.elgs.k12.wi.us/school_newsarticle.aspx?schoolid=1&artid=56#sthash.WRabVuVf.dpbs


 
  
 
 

 
 

 


